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Together ·with the existing Church , the recent ly completed 
school in Tha l forms the new center of the village . lt stands in 
the middle of a uniforn1ly sloping plot whose incline adju sts 
each of the elevations independently. The plot is divided 
diagonally in to an orchard on the lower slope and a tarr ed area 
on the upper slope . Seen from the road , the new primary school 
and kindergart en sit in a green landscape accessible from the 
street via steps or the natural rise of the site. 
Th e struc ture consists of a column and slab system split by 
the fissur e created for insuJation . The exte rior expression is 
an ar ticulat ed facade that, unit ed with the internal sLruclure , 
supports the weight of Lhe concrete slabs . Both carr y struclural 
loads and are constructionally interdepend ent. The classrooms 
are divided by non- structural slurri ed clay block walls, which 
can be removed according Lo the school's fulur e requiremenl s. 
The l ight grey concr ete facade has a stron g physical presence . 
Supported by stout intcrna l column s, cxaggcrat cd linLcls open 
up Loward the corners and middl e of Lhc sLructural floor slab s 
where larch window frarncs arc allowcd Lo reach Lhc fuJl hcighL 
of the room. Th c Lhickncss of Lhc wall and Lhe Lriangular 
geomc try of thc ope nings produccs a spa lial cxpc rience tl1aL 
is moduJaLed according to onc's posilion in Lhc building: Lhc 
inLerioriLy in Lh e ccnLcr is rclicvcd nca ring Lhe cdgc allowing Lhc 
vicw Lo d isso lvc into Lhc open. 
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p. 9: Aligmn<>11l qf' the s10111 column 
sits sligh t(y qf{ the concrele triangular 
/intel and larch winclow_fiwne creati11g 
another expression of structure and 
form . pp. 10- 11: J-,'.xuggerutec/ linte/s 
open up tou•ard Lhe com e,:~ und 
micldle qf' the structural.floor slabs 
.finm i11g the Ja,ge wi11do111 ope11i11gs. 
Doors Clt'e Jiwned in warm larch. in 
contmst to tlw strnc1wnl elements in 
concrete. 'J'his page: Classrooms are 
divided /Jy 11on-struclural slurried 
clczv block wal/s. Opposite: Co11crel<' 
balustrades along the extema l ba/cony 
re.flec/. the similar triangu/ar pallern qf' 
thc> internul linlels. All images 011 pp. 
9-1 7 by Schaub Stierli. 
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Site plan (scale: 1115,000)/ ~cin~I (lliiJ-! : 1 1 !i,000) 
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Second floor plan / 31~.>JLffii~ 

D 
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Groundjloorplan (scale: 1/800)/ Jt!!J:l\tiif-lml81 (~R : 1/800) 

Credits and Data 
l'roject title: School ßuilding in Tha l 
Client: Municipality of Thal 
Location: Thal, St. Gallen, Switzerland 
Design: 2009 
Completion: Autumn 2013 
Design Team: Angela Deuber (Architect), Camilla Pisani, Thoma s Rainey, 

Mai Wakita, Marigna Zinsli 
Consultants: Thomas Melliger, Heinz Hafner, Patrick Gartmann, 

Maurus Schifferli 
Project area : 2,023 m' 
Project estimate: 6.8 million CHF 
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p. 14. p. 15. both images: '/'wo 
different systems a/Jem ate in the 
cl~finition of the ja cades. the balcony 
that runs along the perimeter qf the 
building de.fines a.filt er space with ils 
own e.,,/ernal mesh, while the internal 
fi'ont is marlred by the alternalion qf 
lcuge triangular elements that sit 011 

the low columns. This poge: View of 
the sculp tural escape staircase located 
a1ong the corner of the building .from 
the ba/cony 
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Fenster 3-rach iv / u-wert renster 0.9 w/m2k / 
u-glas 0.6 w/m2k/ g-wert = 0.35 

Cns-abdeckung pulverbesch . / 
folie auf geschliHenem 

Beton/ unbehandellem holz 

Sichlbelon ol geslockt 

XPS jac kodu KF300 0 .Ä. =0.035 
Siösse verkleb! druckfeSI 

XPS jackodu r KF300 =0 .035 0.A. 24cm 

Weiche dämmung 
Abdichlung geg. Sprilzwasser 

Glasleiste aussen (monlage von balkon) 

Massivholz lärche geölt 

r-- Gummiprofil punkluell 

f_ I Glaseinsland mind 20 mm 

1 Vsg swisslamex 17-4 tvg 
Höhe = var. / länge = var. 
Breile = 18 mm (2 x Uoal 8 mm. 4 x lolie} 

j 
Stah lllach als hallerung des glases 
einseitig auf fussplatte geschweisst 
andere Seite verschraubt 150 x 150 x 10 mm 
Gummimatte weich 150 x 80 x 10 mm 

~ Fussplatte mit belon verschraub t 150 x 150 x 10· 1 Smm 

Speier: sämlliche melalltei le stahl 
an unlerseile lropfnase geschraubt 

Detail seclion of facade (scale: 1130)/7 r~- fll1rruiil'.FWI~ (mIR : 1/30) 

___ _,_ Verbindung auf slahlw inkel 

11 ,---•- Schiften Für +· 10mm Toleranzen 

~---+- Fuge luft-i dampfdichl , darunte r 
seidenzopf slopfsn 

Sichlbeton of 3•5mm gesch liffen 
gereinigt imprägniert 

~-----1- Innendecke sichtbeton mit 
lhermoakt ivem bauleilsyslem 40cm 

Innere fassadendreieckswand 
sichlbelon 24cm 

Äussere fassadendreieckswand 
sichlbelon 18cm 

._____ Foamglas bords typ 1, t=6cm 
stehend, =0.038 

Foamglas bords typ f. 1=8cm 
liegend, =0.038 

----+-- Montageband luftdicht und 
Feuchteadapliv 

- E-modul >7000nlmm • ~ 
,+----+ Hit-v-r (1.4404) auf hartpapier 151100mm, 

Typ pi cp201 0 .Ä., Slreckgrenze >120n/mm ' 

.' ,t--'--- '---------

~-
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Palazzo del Cinema in Locarno 
Angela Deuber Architect 
Locarrw, Ticino, Switzerland 2012 
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The Palazzo del Cinema in Locarno is a project for the 
i11Lernatio nal film festival in Locarno . l t is an autonomous 
, olum e orien tated in to two impo rtant urban situations: the 
Piazza Grande and the Piazza Castello. l t stands on a sloping 
n)n crete base with the same heights as th e adjacent streets and 
squares an d become s an urban pub1ic place. 
'l'hc cinemas are loca ted in th e hear t of the Palazzo. On both 
sidcs of th ese rooms are long walls that are wider in the middl e 
1 ,r Lhe building and taper to their ends . On thes e two space-
1 ·011 tainin g walls, 13 beams (36 x 1 m) are supported . They allow 
large span s for the hall s. Th e facade is seam lessly connected 
10 these beams : the facade of the second and first floors hangs 
011 the first, third to thir teen th beams - the facade of the third 
l loor is on every second, fourt h to twelfth beam . In this way, the 
:-11pport structure is balanced and equilibra ted with the space-
1·c,nlaining walls. 
'l'ltc bu ilding site is a forme r landfil1 of the por t of Locarno and 
, ('ry weak . The width of the room containing walls decreases 
a11d enables a minima l footpr int of the build ing. At the same 
1 i111e, the concrete structure ins ide is geome trically shaped . The 
project is a whole in wh ich all part s are interd ependen t and the 
:-11ppor ting structure also defines Lhe spalial stru cture. 
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pp. 18- 19: View qf the mainfa cade 
which seamlessly connected to the 
13 beams . Opposile: View qfth e 

Jacade.from the shorter edge. This 
page: External corridor view along 
the fa cade. All images on pp. 18-23 
courtesy of the Architect. 
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Site plan (scale: 1120.000)/ 1!2~ 1,!J (~R : l / 20,000) 

21 



22 

== = ---• -- -- -----

j 111 

Croundfloor plan (scale: / / 600)/ fl!!l: li\'!i'fLiJiilgl (l:liiH. : 1/600) 

/111sementfloor plan/ flli rl~·l'·r!Jil:;.:I 

S,·,·lion (scale: 1/.500)/llfrITiil~ (t'iilR : 1/ 500) 

c 1 ,·di l!-and Data 
r ·, "Jl'!'I I i I lc: Cinema Palace in Locarno, Switzerland 
, li,·111: City of Locarno 
1 .. ,·:11 io11: Locarno, Ticino, Swilzerland 
11, ,1f,!.11: 2012, CompeliLion 

- lr r 

11, •lf,!.11 T('a lll: Angela Deuber (Archilect), Camilla Pisani, Marigna Zinsli 
, 111,~1i11ants: Walter Maag 
1·," l''<'I arC'a: 8,170 m2 

1•,.,,,.,., ,•sti111atc: 28.2 million CHF 
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Pirsl .floor plan/ 21~1 'l'ifülY<I 
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Opposite, above.-View of along the 
corridor on the second.floor. Opposite, 
below.-View of open spaces on 
the ground.floor beneath concrete 
structure. 
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:-;ituated on an alpine sun terra ce above the Albula Valley, the 
ltouse is after the nearby Roman sh church the oldest building 
111 the ham let of Stuls . The building has been cons tructed in 
..,neral phases , beginning in the fourt eenth century . The house 
•·onsists, on each floor, of two nearly square parts each divided 
mto four rooms by two int ersecting walls. These two part s are 
..,patially independent of one another . 
\ new hidd en doub le spiral stair complement s the direct 
..,jmplicity of the floor plan and clarifies the relationship between 
1 he two par ts. A door on the first floor conn ects the two flights 
1 liereby composing the two building parts into an almost end less 
and labyr inthin e ent ity. 
The roof is suppor ted by the outer walls and a single off-center 
post located directly above the intersection of the unde rlying 
\\alls. Two perpe ndicular beams transfer the roof load to the 
post with a near brutal simphcity. Consequently, beneath the 
rnof, a large space is opened which is, non eLheless, in chara cter 
\\ ith the four-room sLrucLure of Lhe building . 
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pp . 24-25. View qf the house's exter ior. 
Opposile: /liew on. lhe rooj'jloor shows 
the two pe,pendi cular beams used to 
transfer t.he roof load to the post . This 
page. both images: Views of a restored 
interior. Al/. images on. pp. 24-29 by 
Schaub St ierli. 
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,1,· plan (scale: 1/10,000)/ l'ii:!fnlEI (*-i~R: 1/ 10,000) 
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'/'his poge. obove: 'l'he double spiral 
stoirs compose the two l;uil<ling 
parls inlo an almos/ endless and 
loby rinthine enlity. designed to 
complement the simpl<' jl oor plan of 
//IC' exisli11g housc>. This page. below: 
Pho10 qf 1he new hie/den double spiral 
stoir during conslruclion. 

,i,:ri , _t : *~b ".J O);/J:~';,li'/;,;O)J: -j !.::~W~! 
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,., 1itm ß/ Bllfrffii~I 

, , 1111n A (scole: 11300)/ AIJ:Jirföl~I O:!rl/~ : l / 300) 

c , ,·d its and Data 
l',.,l' ·l'l tit le: Conversion o( a Late Medieval House in Stuls 
t 111·111: Private 
1 "' ;11 ion: Stuls, Grisons, Switzerland 
( t, <lf,(11: 2010 
1 „111pletion: 2012 
1 h1 f.(11 Team: Angela Deuber (Architect), in cooperation with Rudolf Fontana and 

l'artner 
< 11111-,ullants: Patr ick Gartmann 
1·,1111·«-t area: 476 m2 

l',,.J1·ct estimate: 1.3 million CHF 
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