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a+u: How do you think the focus of architecture has shifted
since the popular Swiss minimalist movement of the 1990s?
Angela Deuber (AD): Today’s architecture develops more out
of space and structure. For example, | am interested in thinking
of architecture as an act of spatial sensation, with a strong
character and an ever-present basic structure. In my work,

the material reinforced concrete is prevalent. This material
allows me to create a space that is generous while providing
secureness. I try to apply the structure specified in terms of its
characteristics. This is reflected by the large spans in Thal (See
pp. 9-17) and Locarno (See pp. 18-23), but also the massive
mould of the double spiral stair in Stuls (See pp. 24-29). To
build with structure is an expression of our time. Not the direct
form of statics, but the logical structure, filled with thoughts
that make deep sense and are contemporary. To build with a
structure is both: an open system and it creates an identity.

a+u: Tell us more about your projects. Are they mostly regional
or international?

AD: My projects are anchored both in the region and abroad.
In regional projects, I appreciate the familiarity. Since 2006
I’'ve been running my own architectural office in the canton of
Grisons, in Chur. I love the canton in which [ live, I love the
landscape, | love the building culture and I especially love to

be in a place where I can develop my projects calmly. In the
place we like best, we should do what we do best. In regional
projects, I also appreciate that I can supervise the construction
site, as in the private house in Thusis, Canton of Grisons, which
[ am currently finishing. On the other hand, it is important

for me personally to be a Swiss architect abroad because it is a
complement to working in the region. Working regionally and
internationally is alive and manifold.

a+u: On the topic of your conversion projects, is there a reason
why you chose to transform an existing building rather than
designing something new?

AD: In Switzerland, conversions are currently an important
topic. In my conversion in Stuls, the room program of the client
appealed to me. My claim was to adapt the late medieval house
to today’s needs and strengthen the building with a new strong
structure. The overall thought for the conversion in Stuls is to
create a generous spatial sequence, a Kind of labyrinth so that
in this small-scale house an endless space system is created. |
repeated this endless space system in 5 floors so that a unity
arises and reinforced this unit with the installation of one
double spiral stair. The concrete of the stair was poured directly
on the historic log wall. I did not want to create a state of time,
but to rebuild the building so that it makes sense again in the
21st century.
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Angela Deuber, 1975

Angela Deuber is a Swiss architect educated
at ETH Zurich (2002) with the practice
based in Chur, Grisons. She is currently
Visiting Professor at the Accademia di
Architettura di Mendrisio, Switzerland.
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Together with the existing Church. the recently completed
school in Thal forms the new center of the village. It stands in
the middle of a uniformly sloping plot whose incline adjusts
each of the elevations independently. The plot is divided
diagonally into an orchard on the lower slope and a tarred area
on the upper slope. Seen from the road, the new primary school
and kindergarten sit in a green landscape accessible from the
street via steps or the natural rise of the site.

The structure consists of a column and slab system split by

the fissure created for insulation. The exterior expression is

an articulated facade that, united with the internal structure,
supports the weight of the concrete slabs. Both carry structural
loads and are constructionally interdependent. The classrooms
are divided by non-structural slurried clay block walls, which
can be removed according o the school’s future requirements.
The light grey concrete facade has a strong physical presence.
Supported by stoul internal columns, exaggerated lintels open
up toward the corners and middle of the structural floor slabs
where larch window frames are allowed to reach the full height
of the room. The thickness of the wall and the triangular
geomelry of the openings produces a spatial experience that

is modulated according to one’s posilion in the building: the
interiority in the center is relieved nearing the edge allowing the

view to dissolve into the open.
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p. 9: Alignment of the stout column
sits slightlv off the concrete triangular
lintel and larch window frame crealing
another expression of structure and

SJorm. pp. 10-11: Exaggerated lintels

open up toward the corners and
micdle of the structural floor slabs

Sframing the large window openings.

Doors are framed in warm larch. in
contrast to the structural elements in
concrele. This page: Classrooms are
divided by non-structural slurried

clay block walls. Opposite: Concrete
balustrardles along the external balcony
reflect the similar triangular pattern of
the internal lintels. All images on pp.
9-17 by Schaub Stierli.
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Credits and Data

Project title: School Building in Thal

Client: Municipality of Thal

Location: Thal. St. Gallen, Switzerland

Design: 2009

Completion: Autumn 2013

Design Team: Angela Deuber (Architect), Camilla Pisani. Thomas Rainey,
Mai Wakita, Marigna Zinsli

Consultants: Thomas Melliger, Heinz Hafner, Patrick Gartmann,
Maurus Schifferli

Project area: 2,023 m*

Project estimate: 6.8 million CHF




p. 14, p. 15, both images: Two
different systems alternate in the
definition of the facades, the balcony
that runs along the perimeter of the
building defines a filter space with its
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Palazzo del Cinema in Locarno

Angela Deuber Architect
Locarno, Ticino. Switzerland 2012
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The Palazzo del Cinema in Locarno is a project for the

international film festival in Locarno. It is an autonomous

volume orientated into two important urban situations: the

Piazza Grande and the Piazza Castello. It stands on a sloping

concrete base with the same heights as the adjacent streets and
squares and becomes an urban public place.

The cinemas are located in the heart of the Palazzo. On both

sides of these rooms are long walls that are wider in the middle

of the building and taper to their ends. On these two space-
containing walls, 13 beams (36 x 1 m) are supported. They allow
large spans for the halls. The facade is seamlessly connected

Lo these beams: the facade of the second and first floors hangs

on the first, third to thirteenth beams - the facade of the third

floor is on every second, fourth to twelfth beam. In this way, the
support structure is balanced and equilibrated with the space-

containing walls.

The building site is a former landfill of the port of Locarno and
very weak. The width of the room containing walls decreases

and enables a minimal footprint of the building. At the same

time, the concrete structure inside is geometrically shaped. The
project is a whole in which all parts are interdependent and the
supporting structure also defines the spatial structure.
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pp. 18-19: View of the main facade
which seamlessly connected to the
13 beams. Opposite: View of the

Jacade from the shorter edge. This
page: External corridor view along
the facade. All images on pp. 18-23
courtesy of the Architect.
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{ redits and Data

'rogect title: Cinema Palace in Locarno, Switzerland

tlient: City of Locarno

location: Locarno, Ticino, Switzerland

Iesign: 2012, Competition

Diesign Team: Angela Deuber (Architect). Camilla Pisani. Marigna Zinsli
Consultants: Walter Maag

Project area: 8,170 m*

Project estimate: 28.2 million CHF

Opposite, above: View of along the
corridor on the second floor. Opposite,
below: View of open spaces on

the ground floor beneath concrete
structure.
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Situated on an alpine sun terrace above the Albula Valley, the
house is after the nearby Romansh church the oldest building

in the hamlet of Stuls. The building has been constructed in
several phases, beginning in the fourteenth century. The house
consists, on each floor, of two nearly square parts each divided
into four rooms by two intersecting walls. These two parts are
spatially independent of one another.

A new hidden double spiral stair complements the direct
simplicity of the floor plan and clarifies the relationship between
the two parts. A door on the first floor connects the two flights
thereby composing the two building parts into an almost endless

and labyrinthine entity.

The roof is supported by the outer walls and a single off-center
post located directly above the intersection of the underlying
walls. Two perpendicular beams transfer the roof load to the
post with a near brutal simplicity. Consequently, beneath the
roof, a large space is opened which is, nonetheless, in character
with the four-room structure of the building.
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pp. 24-25: View of the house’s exterior.
Opposite: View on the roof floor shows
the two perpendicular beams used to
transfer the roof load to the post. This
page, both images: Views of a restored
interior. All images on pp. 24-29 by
Schaub Stierli.
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This page, above: The double spiral
stairs compose the two building

parts into an almost endless and
labvrinthine entity. designed (o
complement the simple floor plan of
the existing house. This page, below:
Photo of the new hidden double spiral
stair during construction.
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Credits and Data

Project title: Conversion of a Late Medieval House in Stuls
 lent: Private

Location: Stuls, Grisons. Switzerland

Ihesign: 2010

Lompletion: 2012

Ihesign Team: Angela Deuber (Architect), in cooperation with Rudolf Fontana and

PPartner
{ onsultants: Patrick Gartmann
Project area: 476 m®
I'roject estimate: 1.3 million CHF
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